PREFACE.

while the references to the case by later writers would of them-
selves form a considerable list.

To this substantial cairn a further stone or two are here con-
tributed. There will be found in the Appendix copies of
original MSS. in the British Museum and the Public Record
Office, not hitherto published, relating to the case. These
comprise the correspondence of Lord Chancellor Hardwicke,
Mr. Secretary Newcastle, the Solicitor to the Treasury, and
other Government officials, regarding the conduct of the prose-
cution and the steps taken for the apprehension of Miss Blandy's
accomplice, the Hon. William Henry Cranstoun; a petition of
" The Noblemen and Gentlemen in the Neighbourhood of
Henley-upon-Thames " as to the issuing of a proclamation for
his arrest, with the opinion thereon of the Attorney-General,
Sir Dudley Ryder; and the deposition of the person by whose
means Cranstoun's flight from justice was successfully effected.
This deposition is important as disclosing the true story of his
escape, of which the published accounts are, as appears?
erroneous. Among other matter now printed for the first time
may be mentioned a letter from the War Office to the Paymaster-
General, directing Cranstoun's name to be struck off the half-pay
list; and a letter from John Riddell, the Scots genealogist, to,
James Maidment, giving some account of the descendants of
Cranstoun. For permission to publish these documents the
Editor is indebted to the courtesy of Mr. A. M. Broadiey and
Mr. John A. Fairley, the respective owners.

The iconography of Mary Blandy has been made a feature
of the present volume, all the portraits of her known to the
Editor being reproduced. A description of the curious satirical
print, " The Scotch Triumvirate," will be found in the Appendix.
" Of special interest is the facsimile of Miss Blandy's last letter
to Captain Cranstoun, of which the interception, like that of
Mrs. Maybrick's letter to Brierley, was fraught with such fateful
consequences. The photograph is taken from the original